


Citizen Diplomacy
The Sister Cities Story

In 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower
proposed a people-to -people program under
the National League of Cities as a "citizen
diplomacy.” He envisaged persons and
organizations in individual U.S. cities
interacting on a one-to-one basis with their
peers in foreign cities and nations, believing
that such personal relationships would lessen
the chance of future world conflicts.

The rapidly growing program became the
nonprofit Sister Cities International in 1967.
Even before that, in 1963, Sarasota residents
had already established the Sarasota Sister
Cities Association. Today official
relationships have been forged with
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada; Perpignan,
France; Vladimir, Russia; Tel Mond, Israel;
Dunfermline, Scotland, Treviso, Italy and
Siming District, Xiamen, China

All Sarasota Sister Cities
Association members
are Citizen Diplomats

SSCA Goals & Mission Statement

The mission of Sarasota Sister Cities Assn. Inc. (SSCA) is to
foster international relationships between Sarasota and cities
that have similar interests by creating exchanges in areas of
culture, education, tourism, business and government.
SSCA’s objective is to develop respect, understanding and
cooperation through citizen diplomacy. To accomplish this
mission we develop relationships with people in cities that
have cultural, education, tourism and business environments
similar to Sarasota’s. Working outside the realm of
government, but with its support, we encourage and
facilitate cultural and education exchanges, business
opportunities and increased tourism.

Sister Cities Members. . ..

* meet interesting, well traveled Sarasotans, many with
multilingual skills who share like interests in our community
and our community partners.

* become part of the official community effort to broaden
world peace through one-on-one friendships,

* participate in the exchange and sharing of sports, music,
art, language, medical and educational programs,

* develop potential trade relationships with business in
other countries,

* meet and host international visitors, providing a gateway
to open doors to an international network of cultural and
economic opportunities.

Sarasota’s Sister Cities
Global Relationships —
- Global Partnerships

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada: 1990

Hamilton boasts a diversity that combines education, culture and
sightseeing attractions with business and commerce, especially
steel manufacturing.

Perpignan, France: 1994

Perpignan is a cultural business, university town and business
center situated just west of the Mediterranean Sea surrounded by
mountains (Pyrenees) and beautiful vineyards, and is known for
its excellent wines.

Vladimir, Russia: 1994

Vladimir is a historical city dating back to the 1100’s; with
todays focus on the development of tourist attractions while
maintaining an impressive focus on the arts and education.

Tel Mond, Israel: 1999

Located just north of Tel Aviv, Tel Mond, like Sarasota, is
situated in the midst of orange groves and productive farmland.
With an emphasis on its youth and education, the city is
expanding its educational campus.

Dunfermline, Scotland: 2002

Dunfermline was the ancient capital of Scotland under Malcolm
111, is the final resting place of King Robert the Bruce and is the
birthplace of philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. Dunfermline is
becoming home for contemporary business opportunities and
cultural activities providing links between our two cities.

Treviso, Italy: 2007

Treviso, Italy, is replete with the amenities of the 21% century,
situated within beautifully preserved renaissance settings just
northwest of Venice and the Adriatic. It is noted for cultural,
historical, gastronomical, manufacturing, agricultural, and

ecological highlights.

Siming District, Xiamen, China: 2007

Residential, cultural & educational heart of Xiamen, China. A
true match with similarities that include geography & semi-
tropical climate; clean environment; creative education;
visual/performing arts; botanical/marine research; tourism ,
industry with an excellent airport; and investment and
commercial exchange potential



