
Sarasota
Sister Cities

Sister cities 
members...
Meet interesting, well-traveled Sarasotans, 
many with multilingual skills who share like 
interests in our community and our community 
partners.

Become part of the official community effort 
to broaden world peace through one-on-one 
friendships.

Participate in the exchange and sharing 
of sports, music, art, language, medical and 
educational programs.

Develop potential trade relationships with 
businesses in other countries.

Meet and host international visitors, providing 
a gateway to open doors to an international 
network of cultural and economic opportunities.

NAME(S) ________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________

CITY ___________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ______________________ 

PHONE ___________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ____________________________________________________________________________

Which of Sarasota’s Sister City relationships 
are you most interested?  Check all that apply.

n Perpignan, France n  Dunfermline, Scotland

n Tel Mond, Israel n  Xiamen, China

n Treviso, Italy n  Hamilton, Canada

n  Vladimir, Russia  n  Mérida, Mexico

n  Rapperswil-Jona, Switzerland

What interests and skills do you bring to Sister Cities? 
Check all that apply.

n Education n  Event Planning

n Language/Translation n  Medicine/Science

n Fundraising n  Grant Writing

n Hospitality/Hosting n  Business

n Arts & Culture n  Traveling

n Writing/Newsletter/Publicity

n Other _______________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:

Individual - $40 Family - $60  Patron - $100 
Sponsor - $150 National Sponsor - $500

VOLUNTEER:

n Yes! I want to volunteer

Mail this form to:
Sarasota Sister Cities,
111 S. Orange Ave, Suite 103
Sarasota, FL 34236
website: sarasotasistercities.org 
blog: sarasotasistercities.com 
facebook: facebook.com/SarasotaSisterCities/

building bridges of
peace & understanding
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GOALS & 
MISSION
The Sister Cities’ objective is to develop 
respect, understanding and cooperation 
through citizen diplomacy. 

Sister Cities fosters international relationships 
between Sarasota and cities with similar interests. 
Working outside the realm of government, but with 
its support, we encourage and facilitate cultural and 
educational exchanges, business opportunities and 
increased tourism.

EVENTS & 
PROJECTS
CULTURAL
Music, art, film, dance, and other exchanges 
between sister cities.

ECONOMIC
Forming alliances with economic development 
organizations to foster international business  
through professional and technical exchanges.

EDUCATION
Scholarships, student visits, and book and equipment 
donations to schools and libraries in our sister cities.

DIGITAL
Internet exchanges of art, student projects and
digital communications with our sister cities.

DIPLOMATIC
Citizen Diplomats explore other cultures through 
long-term partnerships.

LUNCHEONS & EVENTS
From September–May, luncheons and evening 
events focus on our sister cities and community 
events of interest to members.

MUNICIPAL
Exchanges of resources, information and ideas 
among municipal and regional government officials.

SPORTS & YOUTH
Hosting and facilitating visits by sports teams and 
youth organizations to and from our sister cities.

our sister cities
HAMILTON, ONTARIO, CANADA 1990 Hamilton 
boasts a diversity that combines education, culture and 
sightseeing attractions with business and commerce, 
especially steel manufacturing.

PERPIGNAN, FRANCE 1994 A university town rich 
in culture and history. Situated at the foot of the Pyrenees 
Mountains on the Mediterranean coast, it is surrounded  
by beautiful vineyards known for its excellent wines.

VLADIMIR, RUSSIA 1994 A historical city dating back 
to the 1100’s with today’s focus on the development of 
tourist attractions, while maintaining an impressive focus on 
the arts and education.

TEL MOND, ISRAEL 1999 Located just north of Tel 
Aviv, Tel Mond, like Sarasota, is situated in the midst of 
orange groves and productive farmland. With an emphasis 
on its youth and education, the city is expanding its 
educational campus.

DUNFERMLINE, SCOTLAND 2002 Once the ancient 
capital of Scotland under Malcolm III, Dunfermline is the 
final resting place of King Robert the Bruce and is the 
birthplace of philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. Dunfermline 
is becoming home for contemporary business opportunities 
and cultural activities providing links between our two cities.

TREVISO, ITALY 2007 Replete with the amenities of the 
21st century, Treviso is situated within beautifully preserved 
renaissance settings just northwest of Venice and the 
Adriatic. It is noted for cultural, historical, gastronomical, 
manufacturing, agricultural, and ecological highlights.

XIAMEN (SIMING DISTRICT), CHINA 2007  
A port city on China’s southeast coast, China’s 4th most 
environmentally clean city, and 2004 winner of the  
UN Habitat Award. Among the most sought-after places 
to live in China, this modern city is home to a national key 
university, an international airport, historic Gulangyu Island, 
a spectacular botanical garden, a 1400-year old working 
Buddhist temple, and much more. 

MERIDA, MEXICO 2010 The vibrant capital of the 
Mexican state of Yucatán has a rich Mayan and colonial 
heritage. Located close to the tip of the Yucatán, it has long 
been called “the white city” because of its many buildings 
built of white limestone. Its Mayan-inspired cuisine sets it 
apart from the rest of Mexico.

RAPPERSWIL-JONA, SWITZERLAND 2017  
Known as the City of Roses, it is located on the upper end 
of Lake Zurich. Combining scenic vistas, cultural life, hiking 
and sports with a Mediterranean holiday atmosphere, it is 
often called the Riviera of Lake Zurich. 

citizen diplomacy
the sister cities story

In 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
proposed a people-to-people program under 
the National League of Cities as one of 
citizen diplomacy. He envisaged persons 
and organizations in individual U.S. cities 
interacting on a one-to-one basis with peers 
in foreign cities, believing that such personal 
relationships would lessen future world conflicts.

The program grew rapidly and became the 
nonprofit Sister Cities International in 1967. 
Even before, in 1963, Sarasota had already 
established the Sister Cities Association of 
Sarasota. `


